
 

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of 
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12 

In everything we do, faith is all around us. We have faith that every day we 

will continue to enjoy good health, be protected from harm, and share in 

the many blessings that God has set before us. August is a great month to 

prepare ourselves to grow together in the faith and knowledge of the 

scriptures. As we grow together as brothers and sisters, let us empower 

one another, encourage, and magnify the glorious works of the Lord.  

2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 

One way to find this growth is to memorize and live God’s words. The 

Spiritual Life team will be working on developing a scriptural memorization 

plan for the whole church. Each month a scripture verse will be given to us 

to learn and memorize. Keep watching for updates. 

Over the years, I have found that my favorite verses can vary from time to 

time. However, the one verse that is always my foundation is Psalm 100. 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with 
gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Know that the LORD 
is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, 
the sheep of his pasture.  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give 
thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his 
faithfulness continues through all generations. 

Our challenge for August is to research and study the word of God. 

Discover for yourself what your favorite scripture is and how God speaks to 

you in those words.  

Blessings and Peace  -Rev. Bill 
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August 2016 Newsletter 

A message from our Pastor... 

5289 McKinley Parkway 
Hamburg, NY 14075 
716-649-1532 
Email: stmattucc@verizon.net 
Website: stmattsucc.org 

Our summer outdoor 

worship services 

continue Sunday 

mornings at 9 AM in 

the pavilion.  
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Sunday Morning Participants  

Lay Readers 

Aug 7 Howard Rich 

Aug 14 Doug Stormer 

Aug 21 Paul Rich 

Aug 28 Judy Schaner 

 

Ushers:  Team 2 

Don McMillan - Leader 

Chris Goetz 

Ryan Goetz 

Bill Hamm  

Perry Kaupa 

Ken Kruszka 

Kenny Kruszka 

Howard Rich 

Paul Rich 

Altar Guild 

Sue Rich 

 August 14 :  Dan Murak (cello) and 
 Charlie Wahl (violin) 

 

 August 21:  Gary Burdick 
 

 August 28:  Patrick Riester 

Friday, August 5  
 

      Grab your family and friends (and a cowboy hat!) and 

come on down for a fun evening of  

live music, square dancing, and an outdoor movie! 

Free  

Popcorn 
 

At 7:30, in the parking lot, Gary Burdick and the band will lead the square dance and other fun 

and easy circle songs that all ages can enjoy. At dusk (approx. 8:45), in the pavilion, the 

featured movie, Miracles From Heaven, will be played. 

Miracles from Heaven, starring Jennifer Garner, is based on the 

incredible true story of the Beam family. Their 10-year-old daughter, 

Anna, has a rare incurable disease. After a freak accident, an 

extraordinary miracle unfolds that leaves medical specialists mystified, 

her family restored and their community inspired. 

Remember to bring a comfy lawn chair and blanket for watching the movie. 

**Bring a friend, and win a full size candy bar!** 

 

Squar e Dance  
& 

Mov i e N igh t !  

 

Note from Financial Secretary: 

Enjoy your summer, and please 
remember to still give your 
offering to the church. 



Marna Pritchard 1 

Gene Donner 2 

Emma Hoffritz 2 

Mike Dobrick 2 

Carl Ertel 4 

Pam Kaznica 5 

Howard Rich 5 

Nancy Jankowski 7 

Jessi Schwarz 7 

Peggy LaVett 9 

Lisa Koch 9 

Joe Schneider 10 

Julianna Hamm 13 

Trevor Hoffritz 13 

Amanda Walker 14 

Dave Hector 14 

Major Phillips 16 

Ashley Dobrick 19 

Adam Hamm 20 

Kim Hoffritz 20 

Bill Laney 20 

Devon Rich 21 

Liam Hamm 23 

Ralph Fenske 23 

Gretchen DeMeo 25 

Perry Kaupa 25 

Andrew Hoffritz 26 

Kurt Rich 26 

Dotty Crossley 29 

Marilyn Rich 30 

 

 
Gary Rich 

Karen Kaitanowski  
Baby Leon & parents, Hannah &     
Logan (Robyn Federmann’s niece) 
Tom Lapertosa (LaDonna Painter’s 
father-in-law) 

Those in the Military & Veterans 

Stephen Ministers & their  
Care Receivers 

Those who are Homebound: 
        Sy & Peggy LaVett 

Those Residing in Assisted  Living: 
Maxine Helm  
Lois McMoil 

Congratulations! 
We would like to send out our blessings to our daughter, Jessi Phillips and now 

bonus daughter, Mallissa Schwarz on their marriage July 30th, 2016. 

May your dawns greet you with hope, your nights bring you warmth, 

your years be delightful and blessed! Each moment of your life, may your 

bond grow stronger in love and in Christ! 

Dennis & Margie Phillips 

Rich & Barb Middaugh 
August 2, 1975 

 

Kurt & Vanessa Rich 
August 11, 1980 

 

Tom & Judy Schaner 
August 25, 1985 

 

Keith & Anne Kanaley 
August 30, 1986 

Happy  
 

Anniversary 



Friday Morning 

Men’s BiBle study  

The men’s group will resume meeting on Friday, September 16, at 7:30 AM. 
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Mark your calendars!  

WoMen’s BiBle study 

 

Our summer study wraps up Monday, 

August 15, at 7 PM, in the Fellowship Hall. 

In the first two classes, we have had some 

great discussions. We've discovered we're 

more alike than we realize, and it's great to 

share our faith journey and support 

each other along the way.    

Beginning WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 21,  

Women’s Bible Study will begin a new 

schedule! 

Join us on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday  

of the month 

(We will alternate Wednesdays with the  

Adult Bible Study led by Rev. Bill.) 
 

This Fall, we will read and discuss another 

of Jane Rubietta’s devotionals called,  

Finding Your Dream: From Famine to Feast:  

The Life of Joseph. 

Coming  

this  

Fall...  

Adult Bible Study 

 

Starting in the fall, we will begin a new 

Bible study. We’ll be delving into the 

book of Jeremiah. This study will focus 

on various scriptures pertaining to the 

life and ministry of Jeremiah, and how 

to apply practical applications to our 

everyday life.  
 

Beginning WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 14,  

join us for the study on Jeremiah. 

Classes will continue on the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday of the month. 

(This class will alternate Wednesdays  with 

the Women’s Bible Study.) 

I encourage and welcome everyone to 

participate in this educational 

opportunity with me. 

 ~Rev. Bill  
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We'll have a cookout, go swimming, play kickball/volleyball, have a 

bonfire and just spend some time getting to know each other.   

Updates from BCE 

By Tammy Kruszka, BCE President 

Planning is underway for our Christian Education programs for the 2016-2017 school year. We are 

very excited about the opportunities that are ahead of us. We are still hoping that God has spoken 

to someone to help teach or co-lead our Middle School youth group. We ask that everyone continue 

to pray about this opportunity to use the gifts that God has given you. We are also working on a 

plan to organize our library/resource area so that all members can have access to some of the great 

reading and video materials that we have.   

We are planning a stage clean-up day after worship on August 14. Your help would be greatly 

appreciated. We will even feed you! To help organize the stage, we are asking for donations of  clear 

bins of any size. Also, if you’d like to make donations for the upcoming school year, we are in need 

of some supplies: good pencil sharpeners, new crayons and markers, craft glue, tape, poster tack. 

There will be a basket for donations out by the pavilion for the remainder of the summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very pleased to announce that we are starting up a St. Matthew’s Youth Group program - for 

both high school and middle school youth.   

 

All youth and their families are invited to a picnic on  

Sunday, August 14, 4pm - ???  

at the home of Ken & Tammy Kruszka  
(5531 Draudt Rd., Orchard Park NY) 

 

 

 

 

Our first youth group EVENT will be on Sunday, August 28, and will be announced at the picnic.   

Our first MEETING will be on Sunday, September 18 at 6pm.  Please mark your calendars! 

 



As Christians, we need to continually grow in our skills so that we can teach and share the Word of God 

to those who have been placed in our care. Timothy 3:16-17 reminds us of how and why we are to use 

the scriptures in our everyday lives. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.” We are to equip men and women of God for every “good work” so that we can 

encourage everyone to strive for the perfection that comes from Christ.  

In order for this to be another successful year, we are encouraging you to participate in the life and 

ministry of Sunday School. There are many opportunities where you can share your God-given talents 

and abilities. Some of those include teaching, assistant teaching, Children’s Church leaders, and helpers.  

Through your participation, others will be enriched and blessed by your presence. We are asking that 

you prayerfully consider volunteering in this ministry. The knowledge that we learn from Sunday School 

carries with us throughout our lives.   

Remember to mark your calendars for another exciting Rally Day on September 11, which will begin 

during our morning worship service at 10:30 and continue throughout the afternoon with a church 

picnic.  

Blessings in Christ~ 

Margie Phillips, DCE 

Rev. Bill 
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Spiritual Life Update 

Spiritual Life recently met on July 11th.  We are continuing to make progress on our Welcome Packets for 

visitors.  Our goal is to have these ready to share for Rally Day. We hope that everyone will join us for Square 

Dance and Movie Night on August 5th!  Our next meeting will be September 26th at 6:30 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, Brandi Whytas 

 



P A

DCC Annual Picnic 

Saturday, August 20    *     1:00 PM—6:30 PM 

Everyone welcome!  Bring a friend! 

Pool open / slip & slide / snack bar open / games / basket auction / quilt drawing / ya ya pit … and more 

hot dogs / corn roast provided  

Bring a lawn chair!  Bring a dish to pass:  Last name A-M: side dish; Last Name N-Z: dessert 

Dinner 4:30 PM; Vespers 6:00  

Cost:  $5/person; $15/family of 4 

Must register by Saturday, August 13 with Lisa Cummins 649-0236 

Hope to see you there! 

While enjoying the summer, don’t forget Churches in Actions’ Undie 

Sunday! Back-to-school sales are a great time to stock up on socks 

and underwear for men, women and children for our annual mission 

to supply the area’s shelters with these important essential items. 

September will again be our collection month, and we hope you will 

support those needing our support! 

Undies Sunday 

One of the projects Churches In Action has been 

supporting recently has been the Loving Laura 

Project.  

This is a community-supported fundraising 

project to  honor the life of Laura Cummings.   

Background: Laura Cummings was a sweet, 

precious, child of God who was murdered 

following years of brutal abuse at the hands of 

her mother and oldest brother. At the time of her 

death in 2010, Laura was a 23-year-old young 

woman, but the mental capability of a seven– or 

eight-year-old. Laura was completely defenseless 

against the evil that consumed her life.” 

Donations will support all costs associated with 

the purchase of the burial plot; headstone; 

bronze “Angel of Hope” statue; angel’s base; 

monument inscriptions; placement of 

memorials, including delivery and site of angel 

placement. 

3 ways to help the Loving Laura Project: 

1. Please pray.  

2. Please share the news about the Project. 

3. Please donate: You can go to 

gofundme.com & search for Loving Laura 

Project or make a donation by check 

payable to Churches In Action, and mail to 

177 Main St., Hamburg 14075 (write Loving 

Laura on the memo line). 

To learn more, visit: www.youtube.com and 

search for Loving Laura Project. 

gofundme.com
http://www.youtube.com


St. Matthew’s UCC 
5289 McKinley Parkway  
Hamburg New York 14075    
716-649-1532 
stmattucc@verizon.net 

Pastor: 

The Rev. Dr. William B. Shrout, Jr. 
1-336-596-1868 
revdrbillshrout@yahoo.com 
In office:  Mon. 9am-2pm &  
Wed. 9-11am 
Parsonage:  4388 Richwood Drive 

Director of Music: 

Norman D. Wahl 
716-440-5176 
normwahl@gmail.com 

Director of Christian Education: 

Margie Phillips 
716-467-1085 
bcestmatt@verizon.net 
In office: Wednesday 9-11am 

Administrative Assistant: 

Michelle Kemp 
Office: 649-1532 
In office: Mon. & Wed. 9am-2pm, 
Thurs. 9-12, & Fri. 12:30-3:30pm 

Custodians: 

Pamela & David Kaznica 
716-823-2568 
716-913-7504 (c) 

Church Council President: 

Howard Rich  
716-863-8636 
hrich@rich.com  
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Our next outreach will be Wednesday, 

August 3.  Please sign up to volunteer!  

If you have questions, contact Tom 

Schaner (646-0368). 

Your donations of clothes, toiletries,  and 

children’s books will be delivered on the 

day we serve. 

 

Monthly Food Drive 

On the first Sunday of the month, we welcome  

you to bring in nonperishable food items for the  

UPC Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry in Blasdell. If you’d 

like to take a turn delivering the food  

during the week, please sign up on the bulletin  

board near the Fellowship Hall. 

Caring for you ... 

Stephen Ministers:  Stephen Ministers provide confidential 

one-to-one Christian care to people experiencing a crisis or 

going through a difficult time. They listen, empathize, 

encourage, pray and provide emotional and spiritual support 

on a weekly basis to hurting people. Questions? Contact Lyn 

Rich or Cheryl Larson. 

Caregivers:  Do you or someone you know need a 

Caregiver service—a ride to a doctor’s appointment? a home 

cooked meal? house or yard work? Call Karen Kaitanowski  or 

the church office. If you are interested in being a caregiver, 

please fill out a form found on the bulletin board near the 

Fellowship Hall or call Karen (649-7824). 

Support Through Prayer  

Circle Prayer - Join in the circle of prayer at 9am in the Parlor. 

(Sunday School classes follow at 9:15.) 

Prayer Chain - Call Rev. Bill (336-596-1868), Dolly Errington 

(823-6210), Jane Duewiger (649-2085) or text Lyn Rich (863-

8636) to begin the chain of texts/phone calls to those 

committed to pray when they receive the request. Text/call Lyn 

if you’d like to be a link in the prayer chain. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

 
 

3   AA  10:30 AM 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

OA  7:30 PM 

5 
Square Dance 

& 

6 

7 8 9 

Stephen 
Ministry 
4:00 PM 

 
BCE  7:00 PM 

10   AA  10:30 AM 

Staff  9 AM 

Church Council 
7:00 PM 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

OA  7:30 PM 

12 13 
 

Baptism  9 AM 

14 15 
 

Women’s 
Bible Study  

7:00 PM 

16 17   AA  10:30 AM 18 
 
 
 
 
 

OA  7:30 PM 

19 20 
 

21 22 23 
 
 
 
 
 
Quilter’s Grp 7 PM 

24   AA  10:30 AM 25 
 
 
 
 
 

OA  7:30 PM 

26 27 

28 29 30 31   AA  10:30 AM    

August 2016 

Outdoor Worship 
9 AM 

Outdoor  
Worship  9 AM 
Stage clean-up 10am 

Youth Group 
Family Picnic   

4pm @ Kruszka’s 

Outdoor Worship 
9 AM 

Outdoor  
Worship  9 AM 

MS & HS Youth 
Groups EVENT 

following worship 
Details TBA 

7:30 PM Dancing; 
Movie follows 

updated church calendar—as of August 3,2016 



St. Matthew’s United Church of Christ 
5289 McKinley Parkway 
Hamburg, NY 14075 

5289 McKinley Pkwy, Hamburg, NY 14075  
Phone:  649-1532 

Email:  officestmattucc@verizon.net 
 Website: stmattsucc.org  

Our church building is fully accessible. 

No matter where you are in your life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
 

newsletter 


